
 
 
 

                    
 

 

PRESS RELEASE 
26 October 2022 

 

Belgium-France cross-border hydrogen transmission: successful 

response to call for interest by GRTgaz and Fluxys 

In June 2022, French and Belgian energy infrastructure operators GRTgaz and Fluxys Belgium 

launched a market call for developing the first open-access, cross-border hydrogen transmission 

network between France and Belgium, in the Hainaut region. 17 companies expressed an interest in 

connecting their production or consumption site to the proposed transmission network, for 

production capacity ranging from 300 to 600 MW and an associated hydrogen consumption of 

between 1.5 and 3 TWh/year, depending on the options considered. A feasibility study will now be 

launched. 

This partnership between GRTgaz and Fluxys Belgium builds on the consultations conducted in France 

and Belgium in 2021-2022 to assess the hydrogen transmission needs of market players (hydrogen 

consumers and producers). As a result of those consultations, the two operators identified the 

Valenciennes area in France and the greater Mons area, including La Louvière and Feluy, in Belgium as 

a region with considerable potential for hydrogen development.  

Following the call for expression of interest organised jointly by GRTgaz and Fluxys Belgium, 17 

companies have confirmed needs which strengthen the case for a cross-border pipeline to connect the 

hydrogen valleys in France and Belgium.  

 

 

https://www.grtgaz.com/medias/communiques-de-presse/consultation-marche-hydrogene-renouvelable-bas-carbone-mars2022


 
 
 

                    
 

 

The respondents’ profile varies from owners of electrolysis production projects of different sizes to 

industrial consumers who see hydrogen as a lever to meet their decarbonisation targets. Beside 

industrial uses, some players in the ecosystem envisage using the network for mobility purposes, to 

supply future refuelling stations. 

In-depth discussions with the various participants served to qualify and better define the region's 

hydrogen ecosystem: it represents a production capacity of between 300 and 600 MW, depending on 

the development options considered, with an associated hydrogen consumption of between 1.5 and 

3 TWh/year. Supply and demand will be balanced by allowing some potential consumers to adjust their 

demand level so as to match the available production. 

Launch feasibility study  

On this basis, Fluxys Belgium and GRTgaz have decided to launch a feasibility study for the cross-border 

hydrogen transmission network from October 2022, aimed at designing the infrastructure and making 

an initial evaluation of its cost. The results of the feasibility study will be disclosed in the first quarter 

of 2023 to customers who have invested in this operation.   

Pascal De Buck, CEO of Fluxys Belgium, says: “We are delighted to continue the partnership with 

GRTgaz with a view to creating a cross-border hydrogen network. Such a network fits in perfectly with 

our overall approach aimed at creating a European hydrogen backbone. At the same time, the interest 

shown by industrial players on both sides of the border highlights the efforts they are making to 

decarbonise their operations in order to meet climate goals and ensure the long-term sustainability of 

the economy.”   

Thierry Trouvé, CEO of GRTgaz, says: “This call for expression of interest has been a real success, 

attracting a big response from project owners. This bears out our approach of developing shared 

hydrogen transmission infrastructure, open to all, based on continuous dialogue with market players. 

The proposed infrastructure marks the first stage in the development of an integrated European 

transmission network. This joint project confirms the economic impetus and potential offered by 

hydrogen in the Hainaut cross-border region.”  

 

Press contacts  

GRTgaz: Chafia Baci – chafia.baci@grtgaz.com – +33 (0)6 40 48 54 40  

Fluxys Belgium:  Laurent Remy – laurent.remy@fluxys.com – +32 (0)471 95 00 24 

 

About Fluxys Belgium 

Fluxys Belgium is a Euronext-listed subsidiary of energy infrastructure group Fluxys. The company is headquartered 

in Belgium, has 900 employees and operates 4,000 kilometres of pipelines, a liquefied natural gas terminal with an 

annual regasification capacity of 9 billion cubic metres and an underground storage facility. 

As a purpose-led company, Fluxys Belgium together with its stakeholders contributes to a better society by shaping 
a bright energy future. Building on the unique assets of its infrastructure and its commercial and technical expertise, 
Fluxys Belgium is committed to transporting hydrogen, biomethane or any other carbon-neutral energy carrier as 
well as CO2, accommodating the capture, usage and storage of the latter. Visit our website: www.fluxys.com    

 

mailto:chafia.baci@grtgaz.com
http://www.fluxys.com/


 
 
 

                    
 

 

About GRTgaz 

In France, GRTgaz plans to develop a hydrogen network spanning approximately 1,000 km by 2030 by constructing 

new pipelines as well as converting part of the existing gas network. The most advanced project, mosaHYc, aims 

to develop the first European hydrogen network by converting gas pipelines between Moselle, Saarland and 

Luxembourg. This year, GRTgaz also launched the Rhine HYdrogen Network (RHYn), a second project to convert 

the natural gas transmission network to hydrogen in Alsace. 

GRTgaz is Europe's second-largest gas transporter, with 32,500 km of pipelines and 640 TWh of gas transported. 

The company has 3,000 employees and generated nearly €2.3 billion in turnover in 2020. GRTgaz has a stated 

core purpose: “Together, we enable an energy future that is safe, affordable and climate neutral”. GRTgaz is an 

innovative company undergoing a major transformation to adapt its network to ecological and digital challenges. 

The company is committed to establishing a fully carbon-neutral gas mix in France by 2050. It supports the hydrogen 

and renewable gas sectors (biomethane and gas from solid and liquid waste). GRTgaz carries out public service 

missions to guarantee safe transmission for its 945 customers (shippers, distributors, industrial clients, biomethane 

producers and plants). Alongside its subsidiaries Elengy, Europe's leader in LNG terminals, and 

GRTgaz Deutschland, the operator of the MEGAL transmission network in Germany, GRTgaz plays a key role on 

the European gas infrastructure scene The company exports its know-how internationally, especially those services 

developed by its research centre, RICE. Find us at https://www.grtgaz.com/ and on Twitter, LinkedIn, Instagram 

and Facebook. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LrLJ1PyeviM
https://www.elengy.com/en/
https://www.grtgaz-deutschland.de/
https://www.grtgaz.com/en/our-group/innovation
https://www.grtgaz.com/en
https://twitter.com/GRTgaz?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.linkedin.com/company/3356791/admin/
https://www.instagram.com/grtgaz_fr/
https://www.facebook.com/GRTgaz

